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From Taiwan to the World Stage:
A Young Conductor's International Journey
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A Fearless Heart on the Global Stage.:
The Journey of Young Conductor Brian Liao

From NTUE to the World: A True Story of
Perseverance, Solitude, and Conviction
A Lesson in Resilience

In today’s fast-paced world, success is often
expected immediately. Yet true growth comes
from persistent effort and the choices we make
when facing challenges.

The General Education Center invited
distinguished alumnus Brian Liao back to NTUE
to share his journey — not only a music lecture
but also a life lesson in perseverance, resilience,

and self-belief.

International Achievements | A Rising
Star in Conducting

Brian Liao has gained recognition on the
international music stage through numerous
prestigious competitions, including:

« 1% Prize, Sofia International Conducting

Competition, Bulgaria (2026)

« 1% Prize, Lliria International Conducting
Competition, Spain (2023)

« 3 Prize & Orchestra Award, Lovro
von Mataci¢ International Conducting
Competition, Croatia (2023)

« Silver Medal, Giancarlo Facchinetti
Conducting Competition, Italy (2025)

« 2" Place & Orchestra Award, Bucharest
International Conducting Competition,
Romania (2025)

* Finalist, London Philharmonic Orchestra
Conducting Fellowship (2023)

He also served as Assistant Conductor of
the Orchestre National d  Tle-de-France, France
(2020), and was appointed Artistic Director of the
NTU International Youth camp (2023). Over the
years, he has collaborated with leading orchestras

across Europe and Asia, building a strong

international reputation.
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Facing Challenges | Perseverance in
Action

Despite limited financial resources, Brian
worked while preparing for competitions. Early
setbacks did not deter him.

He encourages students: “Do not fear
challenges — only by daring to try can the world

truly see you.”

Solitude as Growth | Unseen Dedication

In the years following graduation, he
devoted long winter afternoons abroad to
studying scores alone, while others socialized.
These solitary, focused hours became the

foundation of his international career.

Beyond Technique | Conducting as a
Life Philosophy

Brian emphasizes that conducting is more

than gestures and technique; it is shaped by life
experience and the ability to understand and
connect with people. Building trust and nurturing
positive relationships are just as crucial as

technical skill.

Remarks from Director I-Chun Hsieh

Director I-Chun Hsieh of the General
Education Center noted that Brian’s journey
demonstrates the power of dedication and
perseverance, offering inspiration and guidance

for students as they pursue their own paths.

Closing | Believe in Yourself Before
the World Sees You

Brian Liao’s story is a testament to
persistence and conviction. Before the world
recognized him, he never gave up on himself —
and it is this unwavering commitment that has

brought him to the global stage.
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