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The aim of this course is to introduce students with the modern

history of Indonesia.

Upon taking this course, students are expected to have knowledge on
the early period of Indonesian history and the influence of Hinduism,
Islam, and modern European thinking on Indonesian nationalist
sentiments and to understand the political dynamics of Indonesia
from 1945 onward. Reading through the history of Indonesia would
also give students a clearer picture of current problems and future
challenges that this largest country in Southeast Asia faces.

It begins with the period of early kingdoms, with particular reference
to Sriwijaya (Srivijaya) and Majapahit which play influential role in
shaping Indonesian nationalist sentiment. It then introduces the
arrival of Islam to the archipelago and its influence to local cultures
to the three decades of Dutch colonial rule and its influence to the
rise of Indonesian nationalism. The second part of the course
discusses the era of defending independence against the Dutch
recolonization of the archipelago, the introduction of federation state
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following the transfer of independence, and the period of
parliamentary democracy. The third part of the course covers the
period under Sukarno leadership from the enactment of Presidential
decree in 1959 to the fall of Sukarno in 1965. The period under
Suharto, known as the New Order in Indonesian historiography, is
deeply explained in the four part of the course. It mainly discusses
the shift to economic development during Suharto’s presidency, the
role of the armed forces to maintain Suharto’s leadership, and the
centrality of ASEAN for Indonesia’s Suharto. Finally, the last part of
the course covers the period of transition to democracy following the
fall of Suharto in 1998.

Lecture-Discussion Model

oA * &
(%3t FP %)

Week 1. Course introduction

Introduction

Week 2. Introduction to Indonesian history

This week discusses the geographical features of Indonesia and its
geostrategic relevance for world politics. It also sketches out how this
more than 17.000 islands country becomes a single political unit. In
addition, an explanation of the syllabus should also be given.
Pre-independence

Week 3. Hinduism: From Sriwijaya (Srivijaya) to Majapahit
This week covers the early period of ancient Indonesia. It begins with
the coming of Hinduism in Indonesia and the rise of fall of Hindu
kingdoms in Indonesia. Particular reference would be given to the
history of Srivijaya and Majapahit which play influential role in the
shaping of Indonesian nationalism.

Week 4. Islamism: Samudera Pasai and beyond

This week discusses the arrival of Islam in Indonesia from the era of
Samudera Pasai, known as the earliest Islamic kingdom in Indonesia,
to the spreading of Islam in Java by the so-called Wali Songo.
Discussion on Islam is essential to understand the current
development of Islamism in Indonesian socio-politics.

Week 5. The Dutch era (first meeting)

Week 6. The Dutch era (second meeting)

These two weeks cover the Dutch colonial era. Week 4 covers the era
of VOC while week 5 covers the period of Dutch Indies. The content
focuses on regional struggles against the Dutch and the rise of
nationalism. Week 5 will specifically discuss the birth of Boedi
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Oetomo in 1908, the first youth nationalist-based organization in
Indonesia and the 1928 Soempah Pemoeda, or the declaration of
unity pledged by various youth organizations across the archipelago.
From independence to Parliamentary Democracy

Week 7. The road to the acknowledgement of independence
(1945-1949)

In Western literatures, this period is often depicted as the
Revolutionary era. In local literatures, on the other hand, this period
1s known as “era mempertahankan kemerdekaan” or the period of
defending the independence (from Dutch recolonization efforts). The
content discusses the multiple negotiations and their impacts to the
life of newly established republic.

Week 8. The federation period (1949-1950 with focus on Papua
issue) and the rise of fall of governments (1950-1959)

Week 8 covers the period following the transfer of power to the end
of parliamentary era, which has been quite often considered as the
first period of democratic Indonesia. Bitter experience of
parliamentary democracy, however, leads to the introduction of
Guided Democracy or authoritarianism under Soekarno.

Week 9. Mid-term exam

Indonesia under Guided Democracy (1960-1965)

Week 10. The three principles: nasakom (Nationalism, Religion,
Communism)

To support his authoritarianism, Soekarno introduced the concept of
nasakom (nasional, agama, komunis or nationalism, religious
sentiment and communism). In practice, he was partnering with PNI
(Partai Nasionalis Indonesia, Indonesian Nationalist Party), various
Islamic parties, and PKI (Partai Komunis Indonesia, Indonesian
Communist Party). The balance between nationalist and religious
party is now known as an important spell to maintain political
stability in Indonesian politics.

Week 11. The policy of konfrontasi ‘confrontation’

Week 11 focuses on Soekarno’s policy of confrontation against the
establishment of Federation of Malaya. This policy is considered as
the culmination of Soekarno’s NEFOS (New Emerging Forces) and
OLDEFOS (Old Established Forces) conception of world politics.
The New Order (1966-1998)

Week 12. The quest for development

Week 12 discusses the use and role of economic development to
maintain the stability in Indonesia under Soeharto. It explores the
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good and bad of Indonesian economic policy from 1966 onward.
Week 13. The role of ABRI

A particular importance of the armed forces, known as ABRI during
Soeharto, in maintaining stability is the focus of week 12. It also lies
the foundation to understand the role of the Indonesian armed forces
in politics.

Week 14. Indonesia and ASEAN

Apart from domestic considerations, Soeharto also employed his
foreign policy to maintain stability in the country. His decision to
promote the establishment of ASEAN was among his most important
policies and hence, this week’s discussion revolves around ASEAN
and its development from the Indonesian perspective.

The Reform Era (1998 and beyond)

Week 15&16. Democratic consolidation and its challenges
Following the departure of Soeharto from power, Indonesia
underwent a transition to democracy. Week 15&16 discusses recent
development during this period and how Indonesia has successfully
evolved to become a consolidated democracy.

Final review

Week 17. Course review

Week 18. Final exam

e  Midterm Exam (45%), Final Exam (45%)

S B e
HCan S e  Attendance (10%)

2

(FsLp & o 3=m v
)
(- ) Textbooks : M.C. Ricklefs. 2001. A History of Modern
Eie ok 4 Indonesia since c. 1200 Third Edition. Palgrave
29 (= ) References : to be added
A T

T AREERNIAKELR o
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